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Dramatic Play  
Towards the end of Term 2, the children 

showed an interest in symbolic play, 

particularly pretending to be emergency 

personal engaged in the rescue of their 

peers. With this interest still occurring in 

their play on their return to Term 3, we 

provided dress up costumes for the 

children to use. This play was then extended when the children asked if 

they could wear the costumes outdoors, bringing out the firemen hats, 

policemen hats and jackets.  To further extend their play, using reflective 

dialogue, I asked the children what other items were needed by firemen to 

rescue people. A child suggested that ladders were needed whilst others 

suggested they needed hoses to put out fires. I then added the steering 

wheels, tyres and boards as additional props for the children. 

 

Lots of symbolic play occurred with children 

using the large cube as the house on fire, 

propping the ladders up against the rails and 

climbing up onto the top of the cube to 

rescue their peers and extinguish imaginary 

fires. These play episodes provided the 

children with opportunities to interact within a 

social group where lots of receptive and 

expressive language occurred, ideas were 

tested and negotiated and problems such as 

positioning the ladder so that it was safe to 

climb was solved.  When children engage in 

dramatic play, they recreate images or 

episodes that they have seen which help 

them to make sense of their world.  

(ELYF: Identity – Children have a strong sense of identity when they 

explore different identities and points of view in dramatic play. Community 

– Children are connected with and contribute to their world and develop a 

sense of belonging when they cooperate with others and negotiate roles 

and relationships in play episodes and play experiences. Learning – 

Children are confident and involved learners when they use play to 

investigate, imagine and explore ideas and apply thinking strategies to 

engage with situations and solve problems. Communication – Children are 

effective communicators when they negotiate and contribute their ideas 

and experiences in play). 
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Sensory Experience – Ice 
Our sensory experience involved ice blocks, 

rock salt and blue edicole dye.  Some 

children made a connection between the 

crystal-like appearance of the salt mixed with 

the blue dye to the popular children’s movie “Frozen”. Children’s 

comments such as “It look like crystal, but frozen”, “Look like magic when 

it turns to blue”, “Looks like little drops of icicles’ and “Elsa has a snow ice 

castle. It’s made with magic and snow”, showed that they children were 

making connections and transferring their knowledge and understanding 

from one context to another.  We discussed how ice is made and how 

snow falls from the sky like rain. Using the pipettes also provides children 

development of hand-eye coordination and strengthening of fine motor 

muscles. (EYLF: Learning – Children are confident and involved 

learners). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Games with Rules 
DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE 
Coree and I noticed that the children were engaging in running games 

throughout the whole yard. Whilst most of the time the games appeared to 

flow well, at other times we noticed that the games had become 

unconstructive, which caused some 

children to become upset as they were 

unable to express their feelings or stop the 

game. Coree and I reflected and decided 

that a structured game with rules might 

provide the children with some guidance of 

games with rules. 
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We called the children over to a game of ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’, which they 

engaged in with enthusiasm. The children found it especially funny when I 

kept being selected as the Goose and I had to run and be chased by the 

children around the circle. Throughout the game, the children had to wait 

for their turn and follow rules, it went really well and the children have 

asked to play this several times again over sessions. (EYLF: Community 

– Children are connected with and contribute to their world when they 

become aware of fairness).   

 

Coree then introduced another team game 

“Doggie who’s got the bone” which required 

listening skills to find the person hiding the 

bone.  This was also received well with 

children following game rules. We will 

continue to offer these games and introduce 

others such as Poison Ball and ‘What’s the 

time Mr Wolf”. These games afford the children the opportunity to develop 

sense of belonging to groups, gross muscles strength, balance and 

coordination and stimulates the integration between muscles, nerves and 

brain functions.  

 

SKITTLES   

Our other games have included skittles.  

Several children spent some time lining up 

the pins and throwing the bowling ball 

towards the skittles. There was enough 

skittles to share, so that each child had 

plenty to use and there were enough bowling 

balls for each child. The children delighted in 

sharing their achievement in seeing who could knock 

the most skittles. This game afforded the children 

great hand-eye coordination, language and numeracy 

opportunities. 

 

(EYLF: Identity – Children have a strong sense of 

identity when they recognise their individual 

achievements and the achievements of others).  
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Flower Arranging 

In the past few weeks the children 

have shown an interest in the 

flowers starting to appear 

throughout our kinder garden. We 

have had many discussions to 

learn which flowers can be picked 

and which flowers were to be left 

on the bushes so that all could enjoy their display. 

 

This lead me to provide a learning experience where 

the children were free to cut and organise their own 

flower arrangements to decorate our kinder room. The 

flowers were generously donated from Safeway and 

other greenery and wattle was collect from our own 

kindergarten.  

 

The flower arranging did prove to be popular with 

many of the girls making several arrangements. They 

were definitely proud of their arrangements and 

proudly displayed them throughout the room. This 

exercise encourages dialogue of mathematical 

concepts such as estimation of length to cut the 

stems, volume and capacity of liquids needed to fill 

the vases, problem solving and estimation of how 

many flowers would fit in their choice of vases, as well 

as creativity, hand eye coordination and bilateral fine 

motor control. Oliver surprised me the most. He was 

incredibly interested in flower arranging and spent 

quite some time cutting flowers, filling his many vases 

and displaying them around the room. 

(EYLF: Communication - Children are effective 

communicators when they interact verbally and non-

verbally with others for a range of purposes. This is 

evident when children demonstrate an increasing 

understanding of measurement and number using 

vocabulary to describe size, length, volume, capacity and name of 

numbers). Why it is important – Spatial sense, structure and pattern, 

number, measurement, data augmentation, connections and exploring the 

world mathematically are the powerful mathematical ideas children need 

to numerate (EYLF p.38) 
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Literacy 

Recently children have been engaging and 

experimenting with a range of texts, incorporating 

it into their play and sharing their writing with their 

peers and teachers.  They are developing their 

understanding that images and letters can 

convey a message. We will continue to offer 

opportunities for children to engage with this 

further.  

 

 (EYLF: Communication – Children are effective 

communicators when they begin to be aware of the 

relationships between oral, written and visual 

representations) 

 

 
 
Kinder Photos 
We hope you have all managed to find and select some beautiful 

photographs of your children engaged in play at Diamond Hills. If you have 

any questions, please contact the photographers directly.  

 

Till next time, 

Tania and Coree 

 


