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President’s Report

Welcome back. I hope everyone had a nice break over the school 
holidays. A special welcome back and congratulations to Kim who 
has been away for 4 weeks on long service leave celebrating a 
special anniversary, with a much deserved holiday.

Thank you to all of the parents, grandparent and extended family 
who helped out during the sessions last term. It’s a great way to 
see the kid’s kinder experience in action, meet their friends, chat 
with their teachers and it generally only involves a little bit of tiding 
up after snack/lunch time. You don’t even have to stay for the whole 
session if you’re not able to. The session helper roster is located at 
the sign in book, so next time you have a few hours free or an RDO 
from work, why not sign up to be a session helper.

We had a beautiful sunny day for the first of the Aver & Line Family 
Portrait sessions. I hope everyone is as happy with their snaps as 
we are with ours. I can’t wait for the prints to come back, the 
hardest part now will be choosing which ones to put up and which 
ones to give to the grandparents. Our Alligator Fresh Pasta 
fundraiser is coming up in the next few weeks. The kids (and some 
lucky adults at pickup) will be getting to sample some during one of 
their sessions in the first week of May. A big thankyou to Tania who 
is going to be making her famous homemade sauce for the sample 
sessions and to the fundraising and events ladies and teachers 
who will be organising the samples. We have done this fundraiser 
for the last few years and it’s always a popular one. 

If you haven’t put your name down for one of our Community 
Project opportunities there are still plenty of great options available. 
If each family could volunteer for at least one event it helps spread 
the volunteer workload as well as give you the opportunity to meet 
some other families in our Diamond Hills community. You can sign 
up here https://www.volunteersignup.org/A8LH4

Keep an eye on your email in the coming weeks as we will be 
sending out the Term 2 Parent Survey. This is a great opportunity 
for all our families to have a say about the preschool program, 
kinder communications and future planning. It should only take a 
few minutes and provides the Committee with valuable feedback.
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GET A CLUE AND SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 
DIAMOND HILLS PRE-SCHOOL 

ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT & SILENT 
AUCTION!

WHEN: SATURDAY 18TH AUGUST AT 7.30PM

WHERE: GREENSBOROUGH RSL

COST: $20 PER PERSON 

(Tickets will go on sale later in Term 2)

 

OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS WE WILL BE SHOWCASING ALL THE 
AMAZING PRIZES THAT WILL BE UP FOR GRABS

STAY TUNED FOR FURTHER DETAILS!

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, OR WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A PRIZE OR 
SPONSOR THE EVENT, PLEASE CONTACT THE FUNDRAISING TEAM 

fundraising.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Lastly, don’t forget to book in the babysitter for Saturday 
night the 18th August, for the Annual Diamond Hills Pre-
School Trivia Night & Silent Auction. Family and friends 
are also invited to this fantastic event. Tickets will go on 
sale later this term and will be sure to sell out quickly.

Cheers,
Nikki

mailto:fundraising.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
mailto:fundraising.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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Fresh Pasta! 
Solve your dinner dilemmas! 

20% of every purchase goes directly to 
Diamond Hills Preschool! 

Delicious homemade pasta will make  
mealtimes quick and easy!  

Keeps fresh up to 7 days or freeze for up to 6 months 
Amazing range of products starting  

from $2.50 per adult serve 
 

Order forms will be distributed from Tuesday May 1 
During this week, each group will cook and taste a sample! 

Orders and payments due Thursday June 11 
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Ladies Luxury Mini Break  
Ideal Mother’s Day Gift or Girls Getaway 

 
Travel Coordinates brings you the perfect indulgence for Mother’s Day or any other 

special occasion for you or the special lady in your life.  Call or Email Us to find out more 
re this exclusive package. 

 

 
 

 
 

Hayley van Dinter | Travel Advisor & Diamond Hills Preschool Family 
E: hayley@travelcoordinates.com M: 0448 338 488 | W: www.travelcoordinates.com 
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Platypus and Penguin Report 
APRIL 2018

Welcome to the start of Term 2

Hi everyone,
As you know Kim is still away on some much deserved and well-earned 

long service leave. She is having an amazing trip and I’m sure she will have 
some great things to tell us and some wonderful photos to show us when she 
returns. Kim will return on Tuesday 24th April. 

In the mean time I would like to welcome all our 4yr old families back to the 
start of another exciting term.
 
As part of this term, the week beginning Monday 23rd April Taekwondo will 
begin. 

Why do we choose to include Taekwondo as an extra-curricular activity that we 
include into our program? Because what we have discovered is, that the children learn very valuable 
“LIFE” skills. We are very fortunate to have a passionate and experienced instructor who understands 
preschool children and how they learn. 

The VEYLDF states that Wellbeing is evident when children are able to ‘engage in increasingly 
complex sensory-motor skills and movement patterns, combine gross and fine motor movement and 
balance to achieve increasingly complex patterns of activity, including dance, creative movement and 
drama, use their sensory capabilities and dispositions with increasing integration, skill and show 
enthusiasm for participating in physical play and negotiate play spaces to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of themselves and others, purpose to explore and respond to their world and demonstrate 
spatial awareness and orient themselves, moving around and through their environments confidently 
and safely’.

The children are also guided by 3 very important rules which are consolidated each week before the 
beginning of each session. 
These are 

1. Respect
2. Never do Taekwondo on anyone else 
3. To have Fun.

 
You will be kept up to date with what the children are learning and you are welcome to stay and 
discover what happens in a class at any time. Taekwondo will run for term 2 only. 
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Final Monthly Report for 2017 
 
How unreal does that sound - the final report for this year? It just 
doesn’t seem possible but it is! On Tuesday 28th November the 
Preschool will hold its AGM. Even if you do not feel that you can 

volunteer for the Committee of Management for next year why not still come along as the 
staff for the 3’s and 4’s present a brief overview of the year that was and it’s a great way to 
get a snapshot of the year.  
 
There are so many people that I need to thank as there are so 
many special people that make up the wonderful Diamond Hills 
Preschool and seeing as this is my last ‘official’ report for this 
year, I would like to take this opportunity to do just that, and say 
Thank You. 
 
Firstly Kyla, Nicole and myself would like to thank all of you, our 
wonderful Platypus families for your support and belief in 
Diamond Hills. You have all played a very special part in our 
Kinder community. We will be very sad to say farewell to quite a 
number of our families as their last child moves onto school at 
the end of this year. Can I just say that we have loved every 
minute of getting to know each and everyone of you. We would 
also like to thank the grandparents who each session either drop 
off, pick up or do both. Thank you for becoming such an 
important part of our family network. We value just how much 
time you commit so that your grandchildren can share in the 
experience of Kinder. 
 
Because our final committee meeting for this year has also been 
held, I would like to thank all of our volunteer committee of 
management for their support and commitment this year. As 
always it is very important to the staff, not only as we undergo 
the continuing changes that are occurring within our industry but in the day to day running 
of the Kinder. Thank you for all of the unpaid hours you have committed. Without you, the 

(Continued on page 35) 
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November, 2017 
Hi Penguin families, 
 
It is at this time of year, when we 
reflect on the Penguin year, write 
reports for our families and their 
school teachers and countdown 

to Christmas celebrations and farewells. But before 
we get sentimental, …what have the Penguin’s 
been up to? 
 
Highlights from our busy month have included our 
Grandparent’s and special friends week, Sewing 
with kids incursion and the ‘Fun with Food’ program.  
 
Grandparents and Special Friends Week: The 
children prepared for this special week  with 
drawings and stories about their special visitors,  
cooking yummy scones, jam and cream and 
decorating the tables with flowers from their kinder 
garden.  The children were very excited to show their visitors 
around their kinder – introducing them to their pets and 
favourite activities. The Penguin children chose what they 
would like to sing to their grandparents and their visitors joined 
in with gusto! It is a pleasure to witness the pride the children 
exhibit when sharing this part of their community with their 
family members. It was also a pleasure to meet these 
wonderful people, who have such an influence on your children 
lives. Sharing their preschool with people they love further 
develops the children’s sense of belonging. Belonging helps to 
give children the security and confidence to explore their world. 
It also builds identity, wellbeing and the ability to learn. Thank 
you to all the lovely people who came to our preschool during this week - 

(Continued on page 30) 

PENGUIN REPORT 
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Platypus and Penguin Report Continued
An important date for your diary is 
Mother’s Day Celebration – 

PENGUIN MUMS – Tentative Date (TBC when Kim returns) – Friday 11th May (end   
                                                                                                                    of session)

PLATYPUS MUMS – Thursday 10th May 6.00pm – 7.00pm

Following is the planned incursions for this term. This is for both the Platypus and Penguin groups. 

Dentist – Thursday 17th May
An Australian Wildlife Experience - Thursday 31st May.
Drumming – Thursday 7th June

Until next month where you will be presented with a more inclusive and extensive report.
Annmaree
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Diamond Hills 2018 Community Project

You are invited to participate in our Diamond Hills Community Program for 2018.

One of the many reasons why a lot of families choose Diamond Hills is because of our community 
‘feel’ and this is in part thanks to our kinder families. We would like to give all our families a chance to 
be involved in our pre-school community and show our children the value of volunteering and 
community involvement. The children will be learning about community and volunteering throughout 
the year and this is a fantastic opportunity to show your child these values in practice. This program is 
also an opportunity to meet other families, help our fundraising efforts in a non-monetary way, keep 
our maintenance costs low and help to keep our pre-school fees as low as possible.

We have approximately 70 families attending Diamond Hills Pre-School and we would be grateful if 
every family would nominate to do one or more activity throughout the year. Below is a list of 
opportunities that we would appreciate your assistance with. Please follow this link https://
www.volunteersignup.org/A8LH4 and select one or more and complete your contact details to sign-up. 
Opportunities are filled on a first in basis, with some having limited capacity. We would recommend 
completing the signup as soon as possible. When the time comes someone from the staff or 
committee will be in contact with you regarding your participation. 

Opportunities to participate include;
• Term 3 Working Bee – Sunday, August TBC
• Fundraising BBQ (Cook/Prepare/Server) Saturday 20th October
• Christmas Party BBQ (Cook/Prepare/Server) – Sunday, Early December TBC
• End of Year Clean Up – Thursday 20th or Friday 21st December
• Sharing a skill, hobby, cultural activity or interest with classes as a ‘special day’ eg, Diwali 

traditions, emergency services visit/talk, Lunar New Year traditions, sports coach, Orthodox 
Easter traditions, quilting etc

• Volunteer for committee or sub-committee (Sub-committee positions still available)
• Term 1 Working Bee – Sunday 11th February - COMPLETED, Thank you to everyone that 

volunteered
• Welcome Night BBQ (Cook/Prepare/Server) – Friday March 2nd COMPLETED, Thank you to 

everyone that volunteered

Families that have already volunteered for the 
committee or sub-committee are already participating 
in our Community Program and do not need to sign-
up for another activity if they don’t wish to. Please 
note this program is separate to the in class parent 
helper and the gardening rosters.
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Seasons Of Life Physiotherapy 

Mentio
n th

is a
d 

and
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ve
 10% on 

yo
ur fi

rst
 appointment! 

Specialising in 
●Pelvic Floor, Continence & Prostate Physiotherapy● 

●Pregnancy & Post Pregnancy Physiotherapy● 

●Pregnancy & Post-Pregnancy Pilates● 

●Clinical and Group Pilates● 

●Pelvic Girdle Pain● 

●Abdominal Muscle Separation● 

●Ultrasound Treatment for Mastitis● 

To book or enquire call 
0414 625 096 or 9434 7662 

We also stock a range of pre & post-natal products  
including SRC Pregnancy and Recovery Shorts, 

Boobie Bikkies, Nursing Tea & Lunette Cups 

H 

Shop 8 Diamond Village, 78-92 Nepean St, Watsonia 3087 

0414 625 096 or 9434 7662     info@seasonsoflife.com.au 

www.seasonsoflife.com.au          seasonsoflifephysiotherapy 
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Committee Position Available - Fees Officer 
Required

The Committee has a vacancy for a volunteer fees officer. Primarily this 
role involves issuing fee invoices and receipts using MYOB online.

This is a voting position on the committee and committtee meetings are 
held on a Tuesday night once per month.

Becoming a member of the committee is a great way to be involved in the 
Diamond Hills Pre-School Community.

If you would like more information or to volunteer for this position please 
contact Nikki Reid at diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

                     Annual Trivia Night - Booked  

                          for Saturday August 18th at 

                            the Greensborough RSL

mailto:diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
mailto:diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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Possum, Wombat and Koala Report
APRIL 2018

 Welcome back to Term 2. Christine and I hope that the Easter Bunny managed to find 

your home and leave behind lots of yummy chocolate eggs.  We also hope that you 
managed to have a restful holiday too. 

As	  we	  only	  had	  a	  couple	  of	  sessions	  since	  the	  last	  newsle3er,	  there	  is	  not	  much	  to	  report.	  

During	  the	  last	  week	  of	  Term	  1,	  the	  children	  were	  lucky	  to	  
share	  and	  be	  treated	  to	  a	  generous	  amount	  of	  fresh	  fruit,	  
which	  was	  very	  kindly	  donated	  by	  Tara	  Sculli’s	  family	  of	  
Greensborough.	  Several	  children	  helped	  in	  the	  preparaBon	  of	  
the	  fruit	  pla3ers	  using	  special	  knives	  skilfully	  to	  cut	  up	  the	  
fruit.	  The	  fruit	  was	  washed,	  pears,	  apples	  and	  bananas	  were	  
cut	  and	  grapes	  were	  picked	  off	  the	  stems.	  Through	  sharing	  a	  
fruit	  pla3er	  and	  speaking	  about	  the	  health	  benefits	  of	  the	  
various	  fruits	  on	  offer,	  children	  begin	  to	  develop	  an	  understanding	  of	  healthy	  and	  nutriBous	  foods.	  	  

Using	  knives	  skilfully,	  children	  gain	  confidence	  of	  their	  capabiliBes,	  which	  increases	  their	  self	  esteem.	  (EYLF:	  
Wellbeing-‐	  Children	  have	  a	  strong	  sense	  of	  wellbeing	  when	  they	  show	  an	  increasing	  awareness	  of	  good	  nutriBon	  
and	  when	  they	  manipulate	  equipment	  and	  manage	  tools	  with	  increasing	  competence	  and	  skill.	  	  Learners	  -‐	  
Children	  are	  confident	  and	  involved	  learners	  when	  they	  are	  curious	  and	  enthusiasBc	  parBcipants	  in	  their	  learning).	  	  
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It’s incredible to believe that we have almost come to the end of 
the year. Term 4 always seems to fly by so quickly and before we 
know it, we are saying goodbye to our 3 years olds as they 
prepare their journey into 4-year-old kindergarten. This time of 
the year, when we have an opportunity to reflect on the children’s 
cognitive, social, emotional and physical growth, we feel so proud 
of the children to see just how far they have come, mixed with a 
little sadness to see them moving on. The best part however, is 
that I will have the opportunity to see the children again next year 
and observe how much further they will grow under the guidance 
and skills of Annmarree and Kim with support from Nicole, Kyla, 
Bronwen and Brenda.   
 
How far have the children come…? 
We noticed children’s sense of identity has grown and new 
friendships formed. We saw that children felt connected to and 
developed a sense of belonging to their kinder community when 
they became comfortable in their environment and responded in 
a positive and playful manner with their peers. We noticed 
children’s language skills and ability to interact with others and 

engage in co-constructive and cooperative play increased exponentially.  
 
We have watched children’s sense of agency, independence and confidence grow as 
they became confident and involved learners to explore their environment through 
curiosity, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence and imagination, as well as 
their ability to further engage in their learning through problem solving, inquiry, 
experimentation, hypothesising and investigating, and how these dispositions and 
skills for learning played a role in their journey of discovery. 
We noticed that children’s sense of health and physical wellbeing has increased 
through the development of their fine and gross motor skills, balance and co-
ordination, spatial awareness, competence and skills. We saw this when we noticed 

(Continued on page 22) 

POSSUM, WOMBAT & KOALA  REPORT 
November 2017 
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Possum, Wombat and Koala Report Continued
During	  the	  last	  week	  of	  term	  1	  the	  children	  were	  also	  involved	  in	  
decoraBng	  a	  basket	  for	  the	  Easter	  bunny	  to	  leave	  some	  eggs.	  It	  
was	  while	  we	  were	  decoraBng	  the	  baskets	  that	  the	  tricky	  Easter	  
bunny	  came	  and	  leL	  eggs	  all	  over	  our	  outdoor	  garden	  area.	  We	  
were	  so	  surprised	  to	  find	  chocolate	  eggs	  in	  the	  funniest	  places.	  	  
The	  children	  were	  further	  treated	  to	  a	  special	  Easter	  egg	  
generously	  donated	  by	  Tara’s	  family.	  Please	  show	  your	  community	  
spirit	  and	  support	  the	  Sculli	  Family	  when	  you	  next	  need	  fresh	  fruit	  
and	  veggies.

In	  the	  next	  week	  or	  so,	  the	  events	  and	  fundraising	  team	  will	  be	  holding	  a	  pasta	  fundraiser.	  The	  children	  will	  be	  taste	  tesBng	  
gnocchi	  during	  their	  normal	  session.	  A	  sample	  will	  also	  be	  available	  for	  parents.	  Be	  sure	  to	  try	  some	  as	  they	  are	  absolutely	  
delicious.	  

That’s	  all	  for	  now.	  Till	  next	  Bme,
Tania	  and	  ChrisBne.	  

Dates	  for	  your	  Diary

Monday	  11th	  June	  –	  Queens	  Birthday	  holiday	  –	  No	  kinder
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Personalised jewellery 
Beautiful personalised jewellery engraved with the 
text or image of your choice, including your child’s 

writing or drawing!   
The perfect keepsake gift for Mother’s Day.  

To receive your exclusive 20% discount off all our products 
simply enter the code DHPS upon checkout at  

 
www.maxandmedesigns.com 

 

www.facebook.com/maxandmedesigns         
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Day 1: Sunday 22/4 
Day 2: Sunday 29/4 

Information for Families: 

Clothing We recommend you keep it simple for your photography session. 

If possible, try to coordinate your family’s outfits so that there are some similar 

tones, but still be yourselves! 

Avoid large logos, prints or busy patterns.  

The exception to this rule is stripes, spots or checks - they're timeless and classic. 

Simple colours like grey, cream, black, denim and neutrals are a great base. 

Time Please arrive 10 minutes prior to your session and allow 40 minutes for your 

session (20 minutes photography, 20 minutes selection) 

Rain? We have our portable studio equipment ready in case of severe weather conditions 

 



Important Dates

Sunday 29th April: Aver and Line Family Portrait Fundraiser (Day 2)

Thursday 10th May: Mothers Day Celebration for Platypus Mums 6.00pm-7.00pm

Friday 11th May (tentative): Mothers Day Celebration for Penguin Group (end of 
session)

Thursday 17th May: Penguin and Platypus Visiting Dentist

Thursday 31st May: Penguin and Platypus Incursion - Australian Wildlife Experience

Thursday 7th June: Penguin and Platypus Incursion - Drumming

Monday 11th June: Queens Birthday holiday – No kinder

Saturday 18th August: Annual Trivia Night - Greensborough RSL
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Thank you to the following companies for their 
generous fundraising donations
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Committee of Management 
2018

President: Nikki Reid
Vice President: Jessica Martin
Secretary: Karina Papadakis
Treasurer: Sahan Fernando

Communications & Social Media: Megan Agar
Fees Officer: Amanda Tull-Boyle

4 Year Old Enrolment Officer: Kate Fleet
3 Year Old Enrolment Officer: Vida Dukic
Staff Liaison Officer: Hayley Van Dinter

Fundraising & Events Coordinators: Rebecca Zappia 
& Laura Wade

Project Manager: Dan Wood

Sub - Committee
Fundraising & Events: 

Jessica Blunt, Melina D’Amico, 
Hayley Ingram, Fiona Jackman, Alyce Marks, Megan 

McLaughlin, Casey Sheedy, Jessica Tidd
Maintenance Officer: Damien Hanan

Duty Roster & Purchasing Officer: 
Stacey Howard

Grants Officer: Position Available
Environmental Officer: Position Available
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Contact Information
9-11 Diamond Hills Drive, Greensborough, VIC 3088

PO Box 56, Greensborough, VIC 3088
Ph: 03 9435 8694

www.diamondhillspreschool.com.au
Facebook: DiamondHillsPreschoolVIC

diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Teachers
Penguin Group (Kim) - penguin.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Platypus Group (Annmaree) - platypus.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Koala, Possum & Wombats (Tania) - 3yo.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Committee
Diamond Hills General -diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

President  -president.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Vice President  -vice.pres.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Secretary -secretary.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Treasurer - treasurer.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Fundraising & Events Officers– fundraising.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Enrolment Officers (3 & 4 Year Old) - enrol.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Staff Liasion- staffing.dhps@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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