February 2014

President Report- Welcome
Hi everyone and welcome to Diamond Hills for 2014. On behalf of the committee I send a warm
welcome to our returning families and a very warm welcome to all new families joining us. We are
blessed to have incredible team of teachers and a beautiful environment at our kinder and I hope
your children enjoy every moment at Diamond Hills this year!
As this is my first report, I would like to acknowledge the work of the outgoing Committee of
Management and thank them for their efforts over the last 12 months. It is also great to see that
some of the 2013 Committee members have stayed on this year to support the work of the
Committee and the Preschool.
Parent involvement at kinder is important to your child’s development and education. Helping
children make the transition to kindergarten and later to primary school through parent involvement
can assist in a child’s future success. Whether you work, or are at home, there are plenty of
opportunities for all parents to get involved during the day, evenings or on the weekends. Whatever
suits your lifestyle! For example get behind the working bees, assist with fundraising activities, and
don’t forget the kinder duty roster. It is a great way to be involved and our children love it when a
loved one is on duty.
Many of our 2013 families completed a Parent Satisfaction Survey in December last year. A
summary of some of the feedback we received is attached to this email. For completed results for
those interested please see kinder noticeboard or a copy is available on the Diamond Hills website.
The Committee of Management is here to ensure the effective running of the kinder. If you have
any concerns about your child or the kinder, it is best to raise these with your child’s teacher in the
first instance. Members of the committee are always available if you have any concerns that are
unable to be resolved. The names for the members of the Committee can be found on the kinder
website and notice board. Wishing you all the very best for a fun and exciting 2014! Linda Wein

Meet our Vice President- Josta Barton
Name: Josta Barton
Position Held: Vice President
Child at Diamond Hills Preschool: Zac B, penguin
Siblings: Josh, grade 2, Max, prep, both at Apollo and Will- 2 yrs old.
Your favourite thing to do with your family: Hang out with each other…
my husband and I work opposite shifts so anything ‘together’ is good!
Your own hobbies/interests: I am very interested in sleep!
There isn’t much time left for much other than kids/work and sleep but
I enjoy being active- not fussy about how!
Favourite indulgence: Half an hour at the gym!
Something you would like others to know about you or your family:
My family is chaos… but I wouldn’t have it any other way!

Platypus Monthly Report
Firstly I would like to extend a huge welcome to the new
Committee, without your commitment the Preschool
would struggle. We look forward to working with you
closely this year. We also extend a big welcome to all
of the families attending Diamond Hills this year; we hope
that you and your children have a year full of learning
and fun. Kyla and I are keen to get to know our 26
children and their families who make up Platypus Group,
with this in mind Kyla and I welcome you to stay and have a chat at anytime. One of our main aims
for the beginning of the year is to help the children gain a sense of belonging and to feel
comfortable in their new environment. The Staff have already begun working towards helping the
children feel a sense of identity within their group, as it is very important for them if they are to
develop in their confidence and wellbeing. Also to assist the children in developing a sense of
belonging, please don’t forget to send in a framed family photo. To start the year the children have
been attending for shortened session times. This has enabled the staff the opportunity to get to
know the children on a more personal basis. The children are quickly adapting to the routine of
kinder. The routine is important at this time of year especially for those children who are feeling a
little overwhelmed. As of next week the children will be attending full time. The staff will be
monitoring the children for tiredness providing them with plenty of opportunity to ‘rest’ or
participate in ‘quiet’ activities if there is a need. Thank you to Tania, Kyla and Nicole for helping the
children in being so prepared for 4yr old kinder, their quick settling in certainly reflects your care
and guidance that you provided them with last year. One of the ways we are beginning to get to
know the children is through their interests. They have so far showed an interest inside in painting,
reptile, lizards and imaginative play. Outdoors has seen an interest in lots of water play especially in
their sand play, using the flying fox, the swings and our animals especially watching Dodge (the
duck) take a bath. Hopefully the program that is displayed on the noticeboard each week reflects
the interests that the children are displaying. As we plan the program we continue to follow the
children’s interests. If at anytime you have anything that you would like to share with us please
don’t hesitate to let us know or if you have any query, at anytime no matter how small, please ask.

Kyla and I are looking forward to a great year. Annmaree

REMINDERS
The helping roster is displayed on the sign in book so please don’t forget to have a look and
put your name down, we would love to have you or a family member come and spend
some time with us. Due to the length of the sessions, you are invited to allocate any time you
can spare. If you are only able to come back a little bit earlier towards the end of the session
to help with tidying up that is also appreciated.
Also our pet roster, which involves having the opportunity to take either Tweetie (the budgie)
and/or Smudge (the rabbit) home for the weekend is out by the sign in book. Please feel
free to place your name on this roster. It’s a great way to have a pet with just a little
responsibility.

Meet our President – Linda Wein
Name: Linda Wein
Position Held: President
Child at Diamond Hills Preschool: Grace (Possum)
Siblings: Nathan (9) Grade 4 & Rohan (7) Grade 2 at St Thomas
Your favourite thing to do with your family: Camping – had a
fantastic trip to Port Fairy over summer.
Your own hobbies/interests: Sewing and netball
Favourite indulgence: Eating chocolates and watching movies
or reading a good book! (Me Time!!)
Something you would like others to know about you or your family:
I am so lucky the have a “work from home” job. After having my
family I was keen to return to the workforce in a capacity that not
only inspired me, but was flexible around my life’s greatest
achievement, MY KIDS! So together with my friend and fellow
designer, Heidi Bryce we launched Bryce Wein Design, specialising
in print and web design services for small businesses and
community groups. In 2013 encouraged by my family and friends I also started a solo sideline business Linda
K Creations, specialising in personalised print canvas, gifts and invitations. When I’m not designing, I can
usually be found working on a project at the boy’s school or sneaking a cuddle and a giggle with my Grace
and sometimes indulging my other hobbies – sewing, reading or escaping from it all with my precious and
ever supportive husband Oliver.

Penguin Monthly Report
‘Welcome’ and ‘welcome back’ to our children, staff and parents.
For those of you who are new to Diamond Hills, we hope you have
a positive and rewarding experience with us and that you will make
lots of new friendships and experience many memories to treasure.
Thank you to all our committee for volunteering your precious time
to keep our kindergarten functioning effectively – we really
appreciate it. It was great to catch up with everyone at our
interviews in the first week of term. I hope that you felt welcome and informed. It was lovely to
meet our new families and to catch up with our familiar ones! Please remember to contact us if
you have any queries. We don’t offer scheduled parent-teacher interviews throughout the year;
but I am very happy to make a time with you if you wish to catch up about your child’s progress
or any concerns you may have. Your Kinder roster session is a great opportunity to catch up with
your child’s teachers also. You will receive a ‘transition’ report in November and the children’s
learning journals will always be available for you to look at/take home. The Penguin group has
had a great start to the year and are enthusiastic and busy. The numbers are even, between
girls and boys! The children are settling in really positively and are forming relationships with
Bronwen and myself, renewing past acquaintances and making new friends. The children have
been productive and enthusiastic and keen to experience a variety of learning activities. We
have kept these experiences reasonably simple at this stage of the year to promote the
children’s confidence in themselves and their environment. It is important to offer the children
certain experiences repeatedly, as research shows that this is how children’s brain develops and
skills are, mastered/improved. The initial weeks of our kinder program are aimed at making the
children feel happy and secure in their new environment, building relationships with staff and
encouraging them to participate in the sessions’ routine – this is an important time to encourage
and foster that sense of Belonging which underpins the Early Years Learning and Development
Framework. We are displaying family photos in the play room to promote the children’s sense of
belonging and comfort in this environment. It is a lovely way to get to know the children and for
the children to share their loved ones with their peers.
Cultural diversity is an important principle and practice in early childhood education and is an
important part of a child’s sense of belonging. As I mentioned in our Orientation pack, we would
love to incorporate text, stories, songs, greetings, cooking/anything you feel is relevant to your
child and his/her cultural background. If there are any grandparents out there who would like to
share their cultural cooking prowess with their grandchild and friends, we would love to have
you! We will be learning how to greet and farewell our kinder friends in different languages also.
Please bear with us as the staff learn as well!!
At this time of the year, we are learning lots about
our kinder animals. The penguin group have
been very keen to commence the routine of
feeding and looking after our animals. They have
been fascinated with the turtle’s feeding habits
and his frozen worms have been called: “icy-pole
wormies”. The stick insects are been looked after
with regular water sprays and picking of fresh gum
leaves. The chooks and duck enjoy being let out
and fed when the children arrive, and Dodge the
duck is thankful for her baths on these hot days.

As per our Early Years Learning and Development Framework, the program is working towards
the following learning outcomes:
 Identity: use effective routines to help make predicted transitions smoothly






Community: begin to recognise they have a right to belong to many communities.
Wellbeing: demonstrate trust and confidence
Learning: are curious and enthusiastic participants in their learning.
Communication: engage in enjoyable reciprocal interactions using verbal and non-verbal
language.

The children have been sharing some interests with us already and the program is moving
towards experiences including cooking, finger paint, trains, messy play, cubby making and
more.
 Don’t forget to check out the Penguin program plan, posted on the notice board near where you
sign in, to see what your children are learning and initiating. There will also be reflections of the
children’s learning journey in our reflection folder/noticeboard/digital photo frame. Please feel
free to make comment/provide feedback/suggestions through this folder/or suggestion board and
your child’s learning journal.


We encourage you to check out the educational theory behind your child’s preschool experience,
which is displayed on our early childhood education ‘tree’ in the locker area and includes
principles, practices and outcomes for this curriculum.

To further encourage the positive transition between home and preschool, and to foster the
children’s sense of community and belonging to Diamond Hills, our Penguin mascots will be
coming home for sleepovers. Percival and Perry will be visiting all our families this year and we
encourage the children and families to complete a page to be included in your child’s
learning journal – that may be a drawing of the Penguin and their kinder friend/ photos/ short
diary entrs etc. He stays overnight, and comes back to kinder at your child’s next session.
Examples of your child’s learning journey at kinder will be documented in their own Learning
Journal. This will include photos and learning stories, pieces of your child’s work, experiences
and interests provided by the families and more. These learning journals will enable your child,
the teachers and parents to be actively involved in their learning, to keep a check on learning
styles, progress and development and a wonderful keepsake of every child’s preschool year.
They provide valuable information which can be
used to establish strong links between home and
kindergarten and provide parents with an insight
into some of the things that happen when their
child is at kinder. Through these journals, teachers
and parents can focus on achievement and plan
for further learning based on individual
interests, strengths and learning dispositions.

NEEDED: GROUP REPRESENTATIVES
We are looking for volunteers for this role – 1 or 2 people would be great. This would include
organising some coffee mornings for parents during kinder sessions throughout the year and
helping to raise awareness with our parents about upcoming fundraising, social events etc.
We would like everyone to feel welcome and included at Diamond Hills, so keep your eye out
on the sign- in book.

Things to remember:
Kinder roster on sign in book – please place your name in where you can – really appreciated
by staff and your child.
Gardening roster for the Penguins begins in 2nd half of year – will send out a note closer to our
turn.
 Don’t forget a labelled hat in your child’s bag every day and please note that borrowed hats



must be washed and returned asap (OHS policy)
Sunscreen to be applied before session
Check photo pocket and art box each session.



be vigilant with our NUT FREE POLICY – anaphylaxis is a potentially life threatening
condition.

And finally, Bronwen and I are looking forward to getting to know all of you throughout the
year and sharing this precious time in your child’s life. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have
any queries/concerns.
Kim & Bronwen
.

Hello!
I’m

Penny

Enjo.com.au
your local ENJOpreneur.

I’m here to help you save money and make your home a
cleaner, healthier place in half the time.
Contact me for latest ENJO specials –

0414 593 052

Please keep this page somewhere safe so that you know who to contact and how
regarding any issues or questions.

2014 Staff List
2014 Teachers:
Annmaree Watkins (4yo Platypus)

Kim Walker (4yo Penguin)

Tania Mantovani (3yo Possum & Wombat Groups)
Co Educators/Teaching Assistants
Bronwen Gear (4yo Penguin Group)

Kyla Ridgeway (4yo Platypus Group)

Nicole De Cata (3yo Possum & Wombat Groups)
Administration Officer: Kerrie Haynes

2014 Volunteer Committee List
President: Linda Wein (Possum)
Vice President: Josta Barton (Penguin)
Secretary: Shannon Fitzpatrick (Platypus)
Assistant Secretary: Rebecca Fisher (Penguin)
Treasurer: Emma Jones (Platypus)
Enrolment Officer (4): Robyn Bolger (Penguin)

Fees Officer: Kylee Chesser (Penguin)
(3): Rochelle Tousaint (Wombat)

Fundrasing Co-Ordinator: Nicole Webster (Penguin)
Events Co-Ordinator: Robyn Nicholas-Scott (Penguin)
Maintenance Officer: Paul King (Penguin)

Staff Liasion: Jenelle Graham (Platypus)

Sub-Committee Members
Purchasing Officer: Carly Veale (Penguin)

Duty Roster: Rebecca Spagnol (Platypus)

Fundraising Sub Committee: Anita Staffieri (Penguin) and Deanna Constantin
Events Sub Committee: Sarah Selkrig & Lauren Pilakis
Centre contact Information:
Hours- Monday- Friday 8am – 5pm
Phone: 9435 8694
Email: diamond.hills.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Web: www.diamondhillspreschool.com.au
Postal: PO Box 56, Greensborough, Victoria 3088
Newsletter Contact:
Rebecca Fisher- rubyfish11@gmail.com
(photo’s, stories or things you would like to share with the kinder community.)

Possum & Wombat Monthly Report >
Welcome all to Diamond Hills. We have only started and there is very little to report other than the
children have settled in nicely, engaging in activities quickly. The painting easel has proved to be
very popular as has the pasting and playdough tables. Many cups of tea have been made in
home corner, many routes have been created with the train tracks and interesting constructions
created with blocks. We are playing games at mat time in an effort to learn each other's names
and we will be focusing on stories of possums or wombats so that we all develop a sense of
belonging to either the Possums or the Wombat group.
A big thank you needs to go out to all the kinder parents of 2013 for their amazing fundraising
efforts. We have been fortunate to purchase a new piece of furniture that arrived last week, the
light table. This table offers the children many opportunities to explore how light affects colour,
transparency and shadow. We will be able to use this feature to investigate images of various
items including x-rays of skeletons and plant structures, use the background light as a tool to draw,
trace or to highlight and also to investigate colour amongst other uses. Children are drawn to the
table and it offers a calming place to play. Please come in and have a look.
As some of you may remember during the interview day, I mentioned that I have decided to go
back to school to obtain my Bachelor in Early Childhood Education. This is a full time, off campus,
three year course. Whilst this will take up most of my time outside of kinder, my commitment to the
children and the kinder is important to me. It may mean however, that I may not be able to
attend all kinder functions or write large monthly report. I will endeavour to keep you informed of
my progress. If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to speak to either Nicole or I.
A reminder to bring a sunhat to kinder and apply sunscreen before arriving.
Till next time
Tania and Nicole

HANDYMAN CLIFF





No time? Call Cliff for all your handyman needs.
No job too small. Everything from changing light bulbs to fence repairs.
Decking, railing and picket fence repairs a specialty. Don’t replace, repair!
Good old reliable and truth worthy service at an affordable price.
Contact me today for your free non obligation quote!

PH: 9728 3965

MOB: 0424 626 738

cspurrell@bigpond.com

Advertise in this space for only $10 per month. Email rubyfish11@gmail.com for information

Penguin

Platypus

Riley

Jan 2

Noah

Jan 8

Charlotte

Jan 5

Lucas

Jan 11

Jennifer

Jan 10

Tessa

Jan 19

Claudia

Jan 16

James

Jan 30

Grace & Amelia

Jan 25

Jamie

Feb 26

Possum

Wombat

James

Jan 23

Holly

Feb 2

Blake

Feb 9

Max

Feb 20

Summer

Feb 19

Patrick

Feb 25

SPECIAL STAFF MENTION- Happy Birthday to Nicole De Cata (3yo group Assistant) who
celebrated her birthday on Feb 13th.

Sunday March 30th
9.30am start
BBQ Lunch provided
Working Bees are SO important to our kinder in many ways.
It helps us maintain a safe, fun and tidy environment for our
children to play in. If you can only spare 30minutes of your
time it IS appreciated! Bring the kids along or rally up some
grandparents to come and help out for a bit.

Thank you to these parents that shared their children’s first day at kinder via our facebook
page! It’s a great way to get to know each other, share stories and be up to date with all
that’s happening in and around the kinder. Please be sure to join the page!

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
T-Shirts & Windcheaters
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST will close on 8th March.
Parent Name

Phone

Child Name

Group

Email

Colour

Size

Qty

Size

Qty

Fuchsia
T-Shirts
$13

Purple
Royal Blue
Red

Colour
Windcheater
$24

Royal Blue
Red

This is a second run for order of T-Shirts & Windcheaters.
Success of this order requires minimum numbers.
Please do not send money with this EXPRESSION OF INTEREST.
You can also order ONLINE via our Website and FACEBOOK
PAGE- Simply find the expression of interest file on the page
and submit your interest.
The Committee will be in touch if minimum requirements
are met.

